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TREES &
POWER LINES

10 SAFETY TIPS

Nearly 1-in-4 power outages 
are from overgrown tree limbs 
and branches.

Did you know that when trees grow 
too close to power lines, trouble 
grows right along with them? 

Do your part to help prevent interruptions 

to your electric service—and other safety 

hazards—by thinking ahead before you plant. 
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1. Support Scheduled Tree-Trimming 
FPU’s Tree-Line Maintenance 
Program keeps your power lines 
clear from trees and other hazards. 
By letting tree-line maintenance 
crews on your property, you’ll 
allow us to systematically prevent 
electric hazards via our planned 
and consistent trimming cycle. Your 

cooperation helps ensure the reliability of your 
electric service—as well as overall safety—now 
and in the future. 

2. Hire Qualified Landscapers  
Some trees require attention outside 
of regular tree-line maintenance. 
Whether it’s for the sake of 
aesthetics or storm cleanup, no 
matter your goal, never attempt to 
prune vegetation on or around power 
lines. Before hiring, be sure to verify 
that your contractor is:

 » Licensed and insured

 » Compliant with all applicable laws,  
codes, ordinances and permits

3. Prune Regularly  
You can help deter greenery from 
growing into power lines by keeping 
your vegetation maintained and 
healthy. Routinely trimming trees that 
are a safe distance from power lines 
helps prevent them from becoming 
an issue later on. HOWEVER, NEVER 
ATTEMPT TO TRIM TREES NEAR 

POWER LINES. This is dangerous work that 
must be left to specially trained professionals. 
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Here are 10 important safety guidelines  
for working around trees and power lines. 
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4. Plan Before You Plant 
At the end of the day, no amount of tree 
maintenance can substitute for smart, 
responsible planting. When choosing which 
trees to plant, always be sure to plant the “Right 
Tree in the Right Place”. Planning ahead will 
help you avoid future trimming or removal. 
You’ll also do your part to prevent avoidable 
power outages for years to come. 

5. Plant The Right Tree  
Choosing the right tree to plant usually involves 
more than you might think. Trees come in all 
shapes and sizes, after all, with varying root 
structures. Many change drastically over their 
lifetime. That’s why planning for future growth 
is so important.  

For a list of recommended trees for your 
region, please visit the University of Florida’s 
Trees and Power Lines website. 

6. Look Up Before you Plant  
Choosing the right place to plant is just as key. 
Start by asking yourself: how big will your tree be 
at maturity? Will its branches reach overhead utility 
lines? Where is it in relation to existing electrical 
equipment? As a rule, fast-growing trees should 
be planted a minimum of 20 feet away from power 
lines. The larger the power pole or structure, the 
farther back you should plant your tree. 

http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/treesandpowerlines/
http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/treesandpowerlines/
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STAY INFORMED:   

PROMO: RC17-43 031717

7. Call 811 Before You Dig  
Selecting the perfect location 
for your tree also means 
knowing the location of buried 
utility lines. Call 811 to mark your 
underground facilities a few days before 
you dig or plant. This free service helps 
keep everyone safe! It’s also Florida law. 

8. Working Outside?  
Beware Of Electric Wires!  
Before you begin yard work, always look up 
and note where overhead lines are located. 
Then make it a point to keep ladders, tree-
pruners and other tools at least 10 feet away 
from them. Remember, tools and power lines 
don’t mix. Stay alert—so you don’t get hurt! 

9. Leave Issues To The Professionals  
If you notice a tree touching a 
power line, do not go anywhere 
near it. Proximity to power lines 
should be left only to specially 
trained professionals. Never 
attempt to take it upon yourself to 
touch a downed power line, retrieve 
items tangled in a power line, prune 

vegetation around electric equipment, etc. 
Instead contact FPU at 800.427.7712 and 
we’ll investigate the tree and proximity 
to the power line. In the event of an 
emergency, please dial 911. 

10. Learn More!  
Please call or visit us online for more  
safety info on trees and power lines. 
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